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2017 began with approximately 130 U3A members and 25 
activities/classes.   This number increased marginally dur-
ing the year. Our association with the Neighbourhood 
Community Centre continued, mainly holding classes and 
storing property there.  The Centre kindly stocks our Regis-
tration sheets and programmes on their Information Rack 
and we were even more grateful for this when the Infor-
mation Centre announced that it would no longer handle 
our brochures.  Our information is now also available at 
the Library.  

Venue hire is still a major expense for our Association and 
we are grateful to those members who make their homes 
available for activities/classes.  Early in the year, the Red 
Train and Lewis Fields Community Room were explored as 
venues but unfortunately, were not thought suitable for 
our purposes. Please note since this was written Rug Mak-
ing has been transferred to the red train. 

A display and Open Day was held in the old computer shop 
before our first term began.  This enabled people to make 
enquiries, ask any questions they might have or simply pay 
their registration fees. There was also an Information Table 
set up at one of the Strathalbyn market days.  

I n May, the committee discussed whether it would be via-
ble for U3A to assist with the undertaking of a garden pro-
ject at Myranth House in High Street.  Whilst it was 
thought a good idea, it unfortunately did not come to frui-
tion due to insurance problems. 

Walking for Fun group joined the Friends from Cox Scrub 
for their Spring Walk which was enjoyed by both 
groups.  This was the second visit for our members. 

The Social Art group held an Open Morning in December 
where members of the public were invited to come to see 
their work/activities and share morning tea with 
them.  Great ways to foster peoples’ knowledge of U3A. 

As most groups appeared to be holding their own individu-
al Christmas celebrations, the committee decided to try 
something different for the whole U3A body and organised 
a Welcome to Spring Lunch held in August at the Oval 
Complex, Strathalbyn.  This was enjoyed by all and it was 
suggested that it be held again in 2018. 

A few problems were experienced in 2017 with members 
not receiving their Newsletter via the internet.  In a further 
attempt to resolve this problem, this year, all people regis-
tering, whether they be old or new, are requested to fill in 

a contact details form.  

As decided in2017,Don Hopgood was our only guest speak-
er for this year.  He again presented his 4 lectures but this 
time over a 5 week period due to a double booking on his 
part.   Whilst attendances were quite good, the different 
time frame seemed to confuse some and will be avoided in 
future. 

You may have noticed some deletions in the Course List 
mainly due to lack of support viz. Creative Writing and Nos-
talgia Films but we have also gained replacements with 
Italian and ‘Out in the shed’ coming into our schedule. 
please feel free to offer suggestions re activities, bearing in 
mind that U3A  tries to offer something that is not already 
available in our town.  

Overall, another successful year where our books are still 
‘in the black.’ Some of you are aware that i am not continu-
ing as President and before leaving this position I would 
urge you to seriously consider raising your hand to involve 
yourself in a committee position.  perhaps this could be 
time for you to become “the someone” that we think will 
do the job for us.  

I would like to thank our presenters/leaders for their gen-
erosity of spirit and willingness to give of their time – with-
out you, we would be lost.  

Thanks also to retiring committee members, Jen Warner 
and Heather Osborne – your time and efforts have been 
appreciated. 

Finally, my heartfelt thanks to the committee, all of whom 
are special, each in their own way and make a great contri-
bution to our Association.   

I thank you, the members, for granting me the privilege to 
serve as your President over the last wo years, a position I 
have found  rewarding in many unexpected ways. 

My best wishes to Strathalbyn U3A for 2018.  

Yours sincerely  

MARGARET  MAY 

 

Visit our Facebook page “Strathalbyn U3A” 
or Website for the latest information. 

https://strathalbynu3a.wordpress.com 

http://www.strathalbynu3a.wordpress.com


Current Committee Members 
President:  Vacant 
Secretary: Norma Keily   8536 6276 
Treasurer: Margaret Bartlett  8536 2897 
Committee:      
 Margaret May  85362212 
 Sue Proud   8536 4926 
 Jenny Thomas  8536 4275 
 Anne Waterman  8550 6033 

$ $  How to Pay U3A $ $  
Our Treasurer, Margaret Bartlett, is able to receive pay-
ments directly into the U3A bank account via Electronic 
Funds Transfer (EFT).  
 Details are  
Account Name: University of the Third Age 
BSB:  065 515   
Account Number:  10032820 
Description: please nominate what the transfer is for -  
e.g. Annual  registration and YOUR name in the Remitter 
line. 
An email or phone call to Margaret to confirm the transfer 
is helpful. Phone 8536 2897 
Email margbar@internode.on.net  
 

Receipts are written but may take a while to be delivered. 
 

Cash or cheques may be left in an envelope clearly marked 
with all your details at the Strathalbyn Neighbourhood 
Centre,  
1 High St, in the U3A letterbox inside on our filing cabinet. 
Or post to U3A PO BOX 534, Strathalbyn 5255 Addressed 
to the Treasurer. 

Reminders Updates and General Information 
Recorder - Back on the program with a session from 3.30 - 4pm for beginners followed by the more experienced play-
ers 4pm - 5pm, 1st and 3rd  Thursdays in the Anglican Church Hall.  Contact Di Shearer 8536 3937 or Alex Stone 85370630. 

Mandarin - Di Shearer 8536 3937 is exploring the possibility of having classes in Mandarin and has found teachers. She 
would like expressions of interest so please contact her if interested. 

Rag Rug Making - is now using the Red Hen at the Stationmaster’s Gallery as their meeting place. 

Social Art - Held weekly on a Thursday Morning, 9.30 - 11.30am in the Town Hall Supper room  welcomes all artists. 
Learn from each other , share skills and ideas,  all mediums, byo equipment and  work in progress. 

Strath Neighbourhood Centre/Senior Citizens’ Hall  Development   
At the AGM held 2nd February Viv Barker from the Strath Neighbourhood Centre reported on the planned move to the 
Senior Citizens building as their membership is diminishing while the Neighborhood Centre is growing. Alexandrina Council 
is very supportive of the idea. 

The hall space is to be retained and grants and Neighbourhood funding has been obtained to facilitate the move. Details to 
be finalized and submitted by mid-February. 

Work to be done in stages as it is more expensive than first expected.  Kitchen to be upgraded to commercial standard us-
ing Federal grant from Rebekha Sharkie.  Toilets to be upgraded to meet standards.  Two offices and a meeting room to be 
added. More funding to be applied for to finance further stages of development. Council have re-allocated funds to the 
project to make it viable.  Should start in April with a 12-month completion date. 

The development will result in a facility suited to a wide range of uses including U3A programs. Hire rates are expected to 
be kept to a reasonable level. 

SNC to remain in High Street until the building is ready. Some access restrictions to the Senior Citizens Hall are to be ex-
pected during renovations but alternative accommodation will be made available. 

Walking for Fun - the phone number for Lorraine Jones is incorrect on the program it is 8536 2521 

Thank you - to members who have registered and paid promptly.  The EFT system is working well. 

Name Tags - as requested are available from the Strath Neighbourhood Centre from the box on the filing cabinet. 

Manners - If you are unable to attend an activity please send your apology to the  presenter  in a timely manner. 

U3A Equipment Available 

Members may borrow any of the following for use with 

their group or for legitimate personal use: 

 Laptop computer 

 Projector 

 Screen 

 Apple iPad 

 Portable microphone 

 U3A Banner, A frame and Flag. 

 Folding table 

Contact Norma for details 85366276 


